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Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke 
 

Johann Christian Gänsike and Anna Elisabeth Hartwich were born and raised in 

Reetz (bei Belzig), Brandenburg, Prussia.  They were married there in 1851, and 

emigrated to the United States in 1853.  They soon made their way to Iowa, 

where they lived the rest of their lives.  We are direct descendants of Christian 

and Elisabeth through their son Friedrich Heinrich (Frederick Henry). 

 

Johann Christian Gänsike, known as Christian Gensicke in the United States, was born in Reetz 

(bei Belzig), Brandenburg, Prussia, on January 28, 1828.  He was one of at least seven (and as 

many as ten) children born to Johann Christian Friedrich Gänsike and Johanna Christiane Gänsike 

nee Kersten.  Nothing is known about his early years other than he was raised on a small farm. 

 

From 1848 to 1851, Christian served in the Prussian army.  During those years, Prussia went to 

war with Denmark over Schleswig-Holstein, the area in present-day northern Germany that 

borders Denmark.  This was known as the First Schleswig War.  The Danes won, but 13 years later 

they lost this area in the Second Schleswig War.  After completing his service in the Prussian army, 

Christian worked as a cartwright, or wagon maker. 

 

Anna Elisabeth Hartwich, normalized to Hartwig, was born in Reetz (bei Belzig) on November 13, 

1825.  She was one of at least two children born to Jochen Christoph Hartwich and Anna Elisabeth 

Hartwich nee Böttge. 

 

After leaving the army, Christian and Elisabeth were married in Reetz (bei Belzig) on March 23, 

1851. 

 

 
Marriage record for Johann Christian Gänsike and Anna Elisabeth Hartwich, March 23, 1851 
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Christian and Elisabeth’s first child, son Friedrich Hermann Gänsike, was born on August 30, 1852 

in Reetz (bei Belzig).  However, Hermann died just a couple months later on November 9, 1852. 

 

 
Death record for their son Friedrich Hermann Gänsike, who died on November 9, 1852 at just 

two months and ten days old 

 

 
This is the only photo I have of Christian Gensicke.  I have not yet turned up any photos of 

Elisabeth Gensicke. 

 

In a later U.S. passport application, Christian described himself as 5’5” tall, with light blue eyes 

and light brown hair. 
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Emigration 

Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke emigrated from Reetz (bei Belzig) to the United States in 1853.  

They emigrated aboard the Rastede, which sailed from Hamburg, at that time an independent 

state in the German Confederation, on October 15, 1853. 

 

 
Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke appear on the Hamburg emigrant passenger list for the 

Rastede, which sailed from Hamburg, Germany on October 15, 1853, and arrived in New York 

near the end of that month. 

 

 
Painting of the Rastede 

 

They arrived in New York City before the end of October.  After brief stays in New York City and 

Buffalo followed by six months in Chicago, the Gensickes headed to Iowa.  They may have initially 

stayed in Scott County before settling in Wilton Junction in Muscatine County. 

 

The earliest formal evidence of when the Gensickes were in Iowa consists of two land purchase 

agreements that Christian Gensicke and two partners, Anton Zieher and Anton Esterle, submitted 

to the U.S. General Land Office’s registry in Iowa City, Iowa dated December 1, 1854.  (Part of this 

land was eventually sold in the 1860s and 1870s.  A title registration error associated with that 

transaction resulting in a 1903 legal filing to ensure that Zieher, Esterle and Gensicke had no 

claims to the land that had been sold off.) 
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Wilton Junction, Iowa 

Wilton Junction – today’s Wilton, Iowa – began at a railroad junction.  The first settlers in the 

area arrived in 1849.  A town was platted in the early 1850s, and the first lot was sold in 1854, 

although the first house in town wasn’t erected until 1855.  Passenger rail service arrived in 

December of that year, and the town rapidly grew in 1856. 

 

• For more about Wilton Junction, see A Brief History of Wilton Junction, Muscatine County,  

Iowa. 

 

It’s not clear what year the Gensickes settled in Wilton Junction.  Christian and Elisabeth’s second 

child, son Friedrich Carl Gensicke a.k.a. Charles, was born in 1854, and the 1860 U.S. Census is 

consistent with that year.  It also shows that he was born in Iowa and had started attending school 

by that year’s census.  Some family researchers have listed his birth location as Wilton Junction, 

but the town did not exist then, so I suspect that it was only someone’s reasonable guess.  He 

may have been born in Scott County when the family possibly lived there.  However, Christian 

and Elisabeth had five more children between 1858 and 1866, all of whom were in fact born in 

Wilton Junction. 

 

According to the 1860 U.S. Census, the Gensickes lived in town, where Christian worked as a 

wagonmaker.  As he lived between two clergymen who likely would have lived at their churches’ 

parsonages, that would have put the Gensickes on 5th Street between Mill Street (today’s Maurer 

Street) and Chestnut Street, just a few blocks from downtown Wilton. 

 

 
Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke and their then-two children appear in the 1860 U.S. Census. 

 

Christian and Elisabeth’s U.S. born children included the following: 

• Friedrich Carl “Charles” Gensicke, born June 18, 1854 in Iowa before the family arrived in 

Wilton Junction, Muscatine County, Iowa 

• Friedrich Christian Gensicke, born May 7, 1858, Wilton Junction, Muscatine County, Iowa 

• Maria Sophia Gensicke, born October 20, 1860, Wilton Junction, Muscatine County, Iowa 

• Anna Johanna Gensicke, born January 28, 1863, Wilton Junction, Muscatine County, Iowa 

• Friedrich “Frederick” Heinrich “Henry” Gensicke, born November 4, 1864, Wilton 

Junction, Muscatine County, Iowa 

• Elisa Rebecca Gensicke, born October 16, 1866, Wilton Junction, Muscatine County, Iowa 
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The only other information I found for the Gensickes’ Wilton Junction years is that at age 35 

Christian registered for the draft during the Civil War in the summer of 1863, and that Christian 

and by default Elisabeth were naturalized as U.S. citizens on October 12, 1863. 

 

 
Record of Christian Gensicke’s registration for the draft during the Civil War, Summer 1863 

 

 
Christian Gensicke’s naturalization record, October 12, 1863 
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The Benton County, Iowa Years 

According to his obituary, Christian and his family moved to a farm near Watkins in Benton 

County, Iowa in 1868 (an 1878 community profile puts the year as 1869).  At this point, Christian 

became a farmer.  His ties to the farm that the family moved onto actually date back to 1854, as 

it was part of the land that Christian and partners Anton Zieher and Anton Esterle purchased in 

December that year.  The 1878 community profile for Christian Gensicke reported that he owned 

460 acres at that point.  However, the only available plat maps show that he owned two farms 

that totaled about 288 acres in 1872 and one farm that totaled about 213 acres in 1885 in the 

township. 

 

• For more about the Gensicke farms in Benton County, see The Christian Gensicke Farms, 

St. Clair Township, Benton County, Iowa. 

 

 
This 1872 plat map is marked to show the boundaries of the Christian Gensicke Farm at that 

time.  This farm consists of one-third of the land that Christian originally bought in partnership 

with Anton Zieher and Anton Esterle in 1854. 
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The Christian Gensicke Farm, 2010; the barn has since been torn down 

 

The Gensicke children attended St. Clair Township School No. 8 about a half mile down the road, 

and the family initially attended St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, a.k.a. the German 

Lutheran Church, located about two miles away to the southwest.   

 

The Moravian Church of United Brethren, a.k.a. the Blairstown Moravian Church, a Slavic 

Protestant denomination, organized about five miles away in Blairstown on June 16, 1878.  

Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke transferred their membership to this church, where Christian 

became one of the church elders.  In March 1880, four of their children were brought into this 

church, including newly confirmed son F.H. (Henry) and daughter Anna Johanna.  Although the 

church had closed by 1890, in the 1895 Iowa Census, Christian and Elisabeth still listed their 

religion as Moravian, as did their son Henry Gensicke, who lived with them.  Henry’s wife Hannah 

and their three children, however, were identified as Lutherans, and the births and baptisms of 

their three children at that time had been recorded at St. Martin’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
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The Moravian Church of United Brethren in Blairstown included Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke 

as members, and Christian also served as one of the church trustees.  Daughter Sophia would go 

on to marry church member William Reisser.  The History of Benton County, 1878 

 

In 1889, Christian applied for a passport so that he could return to Germany to see his family in 

the Reetz (bei Belzig) area. 
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Christian Gensicke’s 1889 passport application; Christian returned to the United States in August 

1889 
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In 1895, Christian Gensicke took an extended trip to Maryland, Delaware and North Carolina. 

 

 
Christian Gensicke made these wooden shelves 

 



Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke  11 

The Death of Elisabeth Gensicke 

Elisabeth died at their farm on March 12, 1897.  She was buried in the Mound Cemetery, just east 

of Watkins.  A local newspaper carried her funeral notice but no obituary. 

 

 
Elisabeth Gensicke’s funeral, Vinton Eagle, March 12, 1897 

 

  
Elisabeth Gensicke’s inscription on the Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke marker 

 

In 1901, Christian returned to Germany for a second time to visit family in the Reetz (bei Belzig) 

area.  He remained there for almost a year, returning to Iowa in May 1902. 
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Christian Gensicke’s 1901 passport application 
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The Linn County, Iowa Years 

Henry and Hannah Gensicke began buy and selling properties in and around nearby Cedar Rapids 

in Linn County while they still lived on the farm near Watkins. 

 

In 1903, Christian Gensicke sold their Benton County farm.  Henry and Hannah bought a farm in 

Clinton Township, just west of Cedar Rapids, and in March they moved the family there.  This 

would become known as Sunny Dale Farm on today’s E Avenue. 

 

 
The Gensickes bought a farm just west of Cedar Rapids in 1903.  By 1907 it consisted of 240 

acres in Sections 26 and 27 of Clinton Township, Linn County, Iowa along the road known then 

as the Atkins Road, later the Red Ball Road and Vinton Road, and today’s E Ave NW. 
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Sunny Dale Farm in winter 

 

Christian often stayed with his son Henry on Sunny Dale Farm or with other of his children for 

extended periods, but at some point after he returned from his second trip to Germany, he 

bought a small house of his own in Cedar Rapids, where he lived for the rest of his life.  Christian’s 

obituary suggests that he moved to Cedar Rapids in 1900, three years before Henry, Hannah and 

their family moved to Sunny Dale, but I found no other record of that, and the 1900 U.S. Census 

showed that he was still living with son Henry and his family on the St. Clair Township farm in 

June of that year. 
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Christian Gensicke lived in this house at 524 7th Avenue SW in Cedar Rapids for the last years of 

his life. 
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The Death of Christian Gensicke 

Christian died of pneumonia early in the morning of September 8, 1910 while in the care of his 

daughter Rebecca.  At the time of his death, he had five surviving children, twenty-five 

grandchildren and five great grandchildren.  He was buried in the Mound Cemetery next to his 

wife Elisabeth. 

 

 
Christian Gensicke’s obituary, Vinton Eagle, September 23, 1910 
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The Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke marker (left); Christian Gensicke’s inscription on the 

Christian and Elisabeth Gensicke marker (right) 

 

Christian’s will divided his money and personal property among his surviving children and 

grandchildren after the sale of his real property.  According to the will, the real property included 

not only the house where he lived in Cedar Rapids but also an unknown house that he owned in 

Blairstown.  However, according to probate documents, Christian had sold the Blairstown 

property in November 1908, more than a year before he died.  Because some of the 

grandchildren heirs did not become “of age” until the 1920s, probate continued until April 1926. 
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Christian Gensicke’s last will and testament and codicil, first page 
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Christian Gensicke’s last will and testament and codicil, second page 
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Christian Gensicke’s last will and testament and codicil, third page 
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Christian Gensicke’s last will and testament and codicil, fourth page 
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Friedrich Hermann Gänsike (Christian and Elisabeth’s son) 

Christian and Elisabeth’s first child died at just two months and ten days old.  He was buried in 

Reetz (bei Belzig), Prussia. 

 

Friedrich Carl “Charles” Gensicke (Christian and Elisabeth’s son) 

Little is known about Charles Gensicke.  He died in 1872 when he was only 18.  His burial site is 

unknown, but it likely was in a cemetery near Watkins, Iowa. 

 

Friedrich Christian Gensicke (Christian and Elisabeth’s son) 

Son Christian Gensicke moved to northwest Iowa, where he married Emma Marie Augusta Bartelt  

in 1885 in Cherokee, Iowa.  They settled near Humboldt, Iowa where their two children were 

born.  The family later relocated to Neosho, Missouri, where Christian and Emma lived the rest 

of their lives.  Christian and Emma had seven grandchildren.  Christian died in Neosho on March 

7, 1930.  Christian and Emma were buried in New Salem Cemetery in Neosho. 

 

 
Marker for Frederick Christian and Emma Gensicke, New Salem Cemetery, Neosho, Missouri 
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Maria Sophia Gensicke (Christian and Elisabeth’s daughter) 

Daughter Sophia Gensicke married William Reisser in Blairstown, Iowa in 1885.  They remained 

in Benton County, Iowa, where their nine children were born.  William and Sophia had at least a 

dozen grandchildren.  Sophia died in South Dakota on February 28, 1944.  William and Sophia 

were buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Vinton, Iowa. 

 

  
Markers for Sophia Gensicke Reisser, Evergreen Cemetery, Vinton, Iowa 

 

Anna Johanna Gensicke (Christian and Elisabeth’s daughter) 

Daughter Anna Gensicke married Frederick Hagen in Benton County, Iowa on March 8, 1888.  

They had five children and at least seven grandchildren.  Anna died in 1949 in Vinton, Iowa.  

Frederick and Anna were buried in Salem Cemetery in Van Horne, Iowa. 

 

 
Marker for Frederick and Anna Gensicke Hagen, Salem Cemetery, Van Horne, Iowa 
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Frederick Henry Gensicke (Christian and Elisabeth’s son) 

 

• For more about Frederich Heinrich “Frederick Henry” Gensicke, see Henry and Hannah 

Gensicke. 

 

Elisa Rebecca Gensicke (Christian and Elisabeth’s daughter) 

Daughter Rebecca Gensicke married Charles Krueger in St. Clair Township, Benton County, Iowa 

on December 5, 1888.  They had eight children and at least seven grandchildren.  Rebecca died 

October 20, 1949 in Luzerne, Iowa.  Rebecca and Charles were buried in Pleasant Hill Cemetery 

in Blairstown, Iowa. 

 

 
Marker for Charles and Rebecca Gensicke Krueger, Pleasant Hill Cemetery, Blairstown, Iowa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by Mark David Wasson 
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